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If it is determined that Health Care 

Professional is unable to give 

medication, assess:

 Is there a health care professional 

on your unit who can administer the 

medication?

 If not, what is required to 

administer the medication?

 Does the patient need a transfer to 

a more appropriate care area (i.e. 

monitoring capabilities)?
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Decision Tree for Medication Administration

Can I give this medication?

Is it within your scope of practice? 

*See Role Clarity for Nurses

Do you have the required 

competencies? 

(Knowledge, Skills, Ability & 

Judgement)
*Clinical competencies may require additional 

education and supervised practice.

Is there a policy prohibiting you 

from administering the medication?

Are the required clinical supports 

available, including monitoring 

requirements and equipment?
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